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EDITORIAL. 


Communications of all kinds bearing on the actual living work of 
libraries are cordially invited. THe Liprary WoRLD ¢s intended 
for all classes of library workers, and though general literary 
matters will not be ignored, practical articles, likely to prove useful 
to library users or librarians, will be most esteemed. 


THE LIBRARY RATE: A SYMPOSIUM. 


UR article in last month’s Library World has elicited some 
expressions of opinion from various sources, which we print 
as a contribution towards a general discussion of this important 

question. It will be observed that several writers have not quite 
grasped the exact scope of our proposal, which was not an argument 
in favour of an increase of the Library Rate by Act of Parliament, 
but a plea for leaving the amount of the Rate entirely in the hands of 
the local authorities. This is a very different thing from asking Parlia- 
ment to raise the amount of Rate all round from one penny to two 
pence or more per £#. If local authorities can be trusted to levy the 
huge sums required under the various Sanitary, Police and Poor Laws, 
surely they can be trusted to ascertain the comparatively small needs 
of a Public Library, and make a Rate in accordance with local 
requirements. It is impossible to imagine that in any case this power 
would be abused. As a rule, rating bodies are extremely scrupulous 
and fearful about raising rates, and this fear and public spirit could be 
trusted to keep in check any tendency towards extravagance. Besides, 
it must be obvious to every observer that the weeds of Public Libraries 
are not such as to call for lavish expenditure. At the same time, why 
should a town desirous of extending and improving its library system 
be debarred from doing so, because of an Act passed nearly fifty years 
ago, when educational legislation was only in an experimental stage ? 
The more discussion and argument we can have on this subject, the 
quicker are we likely to arrive at a definite basis of agreement, and we 
therefore print the following opinions as an introduction to a general 
discussion 
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WALTER BESANT :— 


“With regard to the question of the limit of the Library 
Rate, it seems to me that we ought first to take advantage of 
the low rate in order to get the Public Library. The objectors, 
both in Islington and Marylebone, appear to be a large class of 
small traders, who find the rates already a heavy burden. We 
must remember that life is very hard for a great many of these 
people, and that the addition of a single 1d. means another 
burden on their backs. I can quite understand that the 
Libraries are starved for want of new books, but, as regards the 
waiting, I would remind you that at the London Library we 
frequently have to wait for new books. On one occasion I had 
to wait for a popular novel as long as fifteen months. In other 
words, I do not think that it is a very great hardship not to be 
able to get the newest popular novel for a few months.” 


Mr. Batwincer, of Cardiff :— 

“T am glad that you have started a discussion on the subject 
of the limit to the Rate which may be levied under the Public 
Libraries’ Acts for library purposes 

I think there is a growing feeling that the penny limit, while 

* reasonable enough when the Public Libraries’ Act was first 
passed, and the question whether the experiment would be a 
failure or a success was undecided, has now become an 
unnecessary drag on the improvement and development of what 
is recognised as one of the most important institutions in the 
life of a community. The fact that over twenty municipal 
corporations have already, by means of Local Acts of Parliament, 

over-ridden the limit imposed by the Imperial Act, is very 
; strong evidence that the attitude of the people with regard to 
expenditure upon libraries is considerably in advance of 
Imperial legislation on the subject. I believe that steps 
towards revision have hitherto been impeded by a desire not to 
hinder the adoption of the Acts in certain districts where the 
Rate bogey has been successfully put forward ; but it seems to 
me that the time has now come when backward communities 
should not be allowed any longer to stand in the way of more 
enlightened places where the benefits of Public Libraries are 
known and appreciated. A community ought to be allowed to ‘ 
decide for itself what it will spend on its libraries.” 


Mr. OGLE, of Bootle :— 

' “My views on the inadequacy of the present limited Rate 

for Public Libraries have been often expressed. Localities 4 
should be left to allot as much or as little as they choose through 

their elected representatives. Libraries are fast becoming a 

necessity of modern life. Filling libraries and reading rooms, 

means emptying public houses and jails. More Library Rate 

means less Police Rate, if not at once very soon.” 


| 
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Mr. JEwERS, of Portsmouth :— 

“The question as to whether the Library Rate should be 1d. 
in the & or more is one that seems to agitate most Public 
Librarians from time to time, and I am not surprised to see it 
cropping up in the Ziérary World. I note, by the way, that 

‘ the point is being raised in a slightly different form. 

In many towns it is the practice to make a Rate for $d. or 
3d. in the #£—not a very munificent allowance for salaries, 
wages, books, etc. 

I feel that 2d. in the £ should be raised in the future, mark, 
to be expended on the necessary requirements, on account of 
extension of work, and that the Rate so raised should only be 
spent for the useful and progressive work. 
1 Circumstances alter cases, and I think it would do an 
' incalculable amount of harm to the Library movement to 
remove the 1d. in the # limit. Our town financiers complain of 
the expense that increases with every improvement made in 
our Public Libraries. The personally interested borrower wades 
through the ever-increasing mass of discussion, argument, and 
adverse criticism in the hope of obtaining practical help in his 
endeavour to get all he can from the Public Library with the 
4d. Rate. 
Speaking commercially, a system of indiscriminate Library 
Rate raising would be both short sighted and extravagant.” 


Mr. Frank Pacy, St. George Hanover Square Public Library :— 

“T have to thank you for drawing my attention to your 
editorial remarks on the subject of the Library Rate. You ask 
for my views, but there is little I can add except that I find 
myself in general agreement with all you say. ‘Those who are 
interested in our Public Libraries will, I feel sure, acquiesce 
in your opinion that, sooner or later, the hard and fast restric- 
tion on expenditure will have to be removed if the work of the 
Public Libraries is to prosper and be of full value ; but until 
the legislature prescribes a uniform method in all localities for 
the establishment of Libraries, I do not think the time is ripe 
for abolishing the limitation as laid down in the Acts. Urban 
Authorities and Parish Councils may now adopt the Public 
Libraries’ Acts without a poll of the ratepayers, but this power 
is not yet accorded to the Metropolitan Vestries. 

So long, therefore, as the consent of a majority of the parish- 
ioners has to be secured before Public Libraries can be 
provided in those London Parishes which have not yet decided 

, in their favour, I do not consider it would be wise to remove 
the chief argument—the certainty of economy in expenditure— 
which lies to our hand wherewith to controvert the prejudices 
and misstatements of opponents. This, I admit, is simply a 
question of policy, and one which does not in the least weigh 
against your cogent reasoning. Parliament has recently admitted 
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the principle that the Local Authorities are the best judges of 
what is in accordance with the wishes of their constituents as 
regards the formation and maintenance of Libraries, and once 
this principle is generally applied, as it undoubtedly will be, it 
should follow, as a matter of course, that in the case of Public 
Libraries, as in all other branches of local administration, those 
authorities should have a free hand, subject only to the opinions 
of those whom they represent. All the arguments are summed 
up in your expression that “Rate limitations should be 
controlled by local, and not central authorities.” It is an 
absurdly anomelous position that only in the expenditure on 
Public Libraries are the inhabitants of a district, and their 
representatives, restricted and hampered in carrying out their 
own wishes, however liberally they may be inclined. For 
instance, on the cleansing of their bodies, that is to say, in 
Baths and Washhouses, they may spend what is necessary, but 
not so on the improvement of their minds, which is at least of 
equal importance, according to the judgment of this day.” 


Mr. H. T. Fotkarp, of Wigan :— 


“Your interesting ‘ Editorial’ this month introduces a sub- 
ject of great importance to all Free Public Libraries. The 
limitation of the Library Rate to one penny in the 4 was 
undoubtedly intended by Mr. Ewart and his supporters to 
conciliate the opponents of the measure. I do not think it 
had the effect desired. The opposers of Free Libraries were 
then, as now, chiefly to be found among the small property 
holders, and small tradesmen, who believe that in some mys- 
terious way, unexplained, Free Libraries hinder their profits. I 
have heard such people say the Free Library was ‘a white 
elephant,’ ‘a curiosity shop,’ ‘a place for lazy chaps,’ etc., etc. 
There is no limitation by statute to other municipal rates, such 
as those for gas and electricity, baths and wash-houses, parks 
and hospitals. Why, then, if the physical wants of the citizen 
are thus liberally catered for, should his mental requirements 
be hindered and obstructed ? Wigan, some years ago obtained 
a clause in an Omnibus Local Act, which raised the limit of the 
rate to two pence in the £. The whole bill was first submitted 
to a public meeting of the ratepayers, and each clause was 
separately considered. The clause relating to the Free Library 
Rate was one among a few which was carried unanimously 
without discussion. When the matter came before the House 
of Commons’ Committee, the Chairman said if the Wigan 
people were willing to spend more money in support of their 
library, he saw no reason why they should be prevented from 
doing so. So the clause eventually passed into law. I send 
you these details, trusting they may encourage those who are 
interested in forwarding the popularity and efficiency of Free 
Public Libraries.” 


| 
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STUDIES IN LIBRARY PRACTICE. 


1. THE HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF LIBRARY 
CHARGING SYSTEMS. (Continued from page 35.) 


N many of the proprietary and commercial subscription libraries 
the plan of keeping an account with every subscriber of books 
on loan was common, and is, to a certain extent, still used, 

though the more usual practice is to keep such records on cards. 
There are certain obvious advantages in keeping separate accounts 
with every individual subscriber, especially in cases where several 
volumes are loaned at a time. In commercial subscription libraries 
this method is indispensible, because it is more necessary to know how 
many books a subscriber has, than what books he has ; while questions 
affecting renewals of subscriptions, etc., can be better answered by a 
single page of a ledger than if scattered over a variety of different 
records. This form of business ledger, in which the subscriber’s record 
is kept, was ruled to show the following particulars :— 


FIG. IV. 
JOHN SMITH, 15, BRuNswick AVENUE 
Date. Title of Book. No. | Date of Return. 
on 10 Hand of Glory | 596 | Oct. 27 
- | Unknown Russia | 3964 
Oct. 27 | Martha and I | 5672 | 


In public libraries, where every book is properly numbered, the 
need for the “ Title of Book” column would not arise, and no book 
label is required, unless to stamp the date of issue. The chief defects 
of this personal form of ledger are that it provides no means of 
showing the whereabouts of any given book ; makes the detection of 
overdues difficult; and has the same drawbacks as to marking off 
which are associated with all ledgers in book form. This form of 
ledger also requires a special day issue-sheet or book, in which to 
preserve a record, for statistical purposes, of the books issued. 

In public lending libraries it is generally recognised that accounts 
kept with the book issued, instead of with the borrower who has it, 
are much more helpful and exact than other forms. Although now 
almost invariably kept on cards, this form of ledger was formerly kept 
in book form. A specially ruled ledger was procured, and its folios 
numbered consecutively to correspond with the numbers, accession or 
shelf, of the books of the department. Each book was given a folio, 
so that a large library might require several ledgers, while, if kept in 
classified order, there would be required as many ledgers as classes. 
The ruling was as follows :— 
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FIG. V. 
HOPE. PRISONER OF ZENDA. F 9432. 

Date of Borrower's Date of Date of Borrower's| Date of 
Issue. No. Return. Issue. No. Return. 
1898. 1898. 1898. | 

July 6 8276 July 19 Aug.27 | 2641 

July 19 263 Aug. 10 

Aug. 11 5631 Aug. 13 

Aug. 13 2211 Aug. 26 


The chief objection to this form of ledger when kept in book form 
is the rapidity with which the space appropriated to popular books gets 
filled up. ‘To get over this difficulty we have seen pencil entries used, 
which could be obliterated when the page was filled, or written over 
again in ink, but, at best, this is a slipshod way of overcoming a 
permanent defect. Overdues have to be searched for page by page, as 
in all the other varieties of ledger, and the “ marking off” trouble also 
remains. Separate daily issue sheets must also be used. With all the 
varieties of ledger described, save those kept in the form of day books 
or journals, some method of keeping a separate record of the issues 
is necessary. As other systems of charging also require such records, 
it will, perhaps, be more convenient to describe them all together. 

The great objection to all charging ledgers in book form is their 
want of movability or adjustability. The entries when once made are 
fixed, either in a running sequence under a date of issue, a borrower’s 
name, or a book’s title. If, for any purpose, it should be desirable to 
manipulate the entries, in order to secure greater accuracy, or some 
definite record of a special kind, the book ledgers will not lend them- 
selves to this sort of treatment. There is no kind of movability 
possible, and questions which might be answered readily enough if 
entries were movable and separate, cannot be put to any issue record 
in volume form. Chiefly because of this, the slip or card methods of 
charging have been introduced, which enable registration to be con- 
ducted in a variety of ways for different purposes. It is impossible to 
say when or where cards were first introduced, but as they have been 
used for commercial purposes for years before the Public Library 
System was thought about, it follows that many minds must have 
discovered the utility and convenience of movable entries. There 
are many varieties of card or slip charging in existence, and innumer- 
able methods of working or applying them. Movable entry systems 
are in every respect the most interesting, not only because they present 
greater possibilities to the ingenious mind, but because they are more 
scientific and more natural. The following sections of this study 
shall, therefore, be devoted to the description of some of the most 
typical and instructive of the numerous Slip and Card Charging Systems 
which have been from time to time introduced. 

(Zo be continued.) 
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CATALOGUING. 


(1.) Carlisle Public Library. Catalogue of Books in the Lending 
Library suitable for Boys and Girls. Compiled by Archibald 
Sparke, Librarian. Carlisle, 1898. 3z2pp. Price 1d. 


(2.) Buffalo Public Library. List of Books in the Childrens’ Depart- 
ment. Buffalo, 1898. 35pp. 


(3.) Buffalo Public Library. Interesting Books for Boys and Girls 
from fourteen to eighteen years old. Selected and annotated by 
Miss Frances L. Rathbone and Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf. Buffalo, 
1898. 12pp. (Reading Lists on Special Topics, No. 3). 


(4.) St. Bride Foundation Institute. Catalogue and Supplement of the 
General Library. Compiled by the Librarian, F. W. T. Lange. 
London, 1898. 383 and 38pp. 


(5.) St. Bride Foundation Institute. Catalogue of the Passmore 
Edwards Library. Compiled by John Southward, assisted by the 
Librarian, F. W. T. Lange. London, 1897. 72pp. 


1.—Mr. Sparke says in his Preface that he has “attempted to set 
forth in as easy and brief a style as possible what some of the books 
are about.” ‘To this end in some cases the sub-titles are made to serve 
as annotations by printing them here and there in smaller type. 


2.—This is a bare list of authors and titles under class headings 
like “Stories,” “Fairy Tales,” “ History,” ‘ Literature,” “ Picture 
Books,” “Science,” etc. There are no numbers, notes, or explanations 
attached, and it is difficult to understand the use or special purpose 
of such a bald inventory. 


3-—The select list of books issued by the Buffalo Public 
Library, has annotations of decided value, which describe briefly the 
leading contents or plan of every book. The arrangement is by Dewey 
numbers, and the books are catalogued in the order in which they 
stand in the “ Open Shelf Room. 


4.-—The principal feature of this catalogue is its make up from 
Linotype slugs, which gives it rather a tame and monotonous appear- 
ance. The type is the same all through. There are few notes, and 
the ordinary features of a dictionary catalogue are faithfully represented, 
though the cross references are neither so plentiful nor so good as they 
should be. There are separate alphabets of Fiction under both Titles 
and Authors. 


5.—Mr. Southward has compiled his catalogue in a thoroughly 
practical manner, supplying explanatory notes wherever required, thus 
adding greatly to the value of the entries of books in foreign languages. 
We notice one curious slip. The monographs issued by the Bibliogra- 
phical Society are described as “ Bibliographical Society Monograms !” 
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Sr. Pancras, a huge London parish, with 240,000 inhabitants, has 
again rejected the Public Libraries’ Acts by a sweeping majority. In 
1894, when a vote was last taken, the majority against adoption was 
1,674. The result of the poll taken on October 6th, was as follows : 


Against adopting the Acts... 8,278 votes. 
For 4,849 5, 
Majority against 3489 


In spite of the work of a special committee directed from the 
Passmore Edwards’ Settlement, and of the earnest and clever advocacy 
of such writers as Mr. G. Bernard Shaw, the movement was defeated 
in the decisive manner shown above. A good deal of this was 
obtained through the exertions of a Ratepayers’ Association, aided to 
the utmost by the publicans of the parish, who made lavish display 
of window bills beseeching ratepayers to arise and resist more rates. 
There has also been a series of charges levelled against the police, 
who delivered the voting papers, of distributing literature against 
adoption, and permitting simultaneous delivery of such literature by 
unauthorised persons. ‘This will no doubt be enquired into very strictly. 
We attribute the result largely to the unsatisfactory method of ascertain- 
ing the wishes of the inhabitants, which, by an oversight in the 
Consolidation Act of 1892, and its subsequent Amendments, applies 
to London alone, of all the cities of the country. ‘The hopelessness 
of obtaining anything like a representative poll of a// the ratepayers of 
a town has been demonstrated over and over again, and the powers of 
adoption was properly transferred by Parliament from a popular 
plebiscite to the local authority everywhere save in London. The 
absurdity of the position thus arises from the special way in which 
London is treated. While a town of 10,000 inhabitants may discuss 
the question of establishing Public Libraries in a dignified manner 
through its elected representatives on the Town Council or District 
Board, St. Pancras, and every large London Parish must put the 
matter before the whole of the ratepayers, who show the .keenness of 
their interest by a vote of 13,000 out of 26,000 voters ! 


THe Clonmel (Ireland) Corporation has unanimously resolved to adopt 
the Public Libraries’ Act. In connection with this the proprietors of 
the Library Institute have handed it over to the Corporation for the 
use of the new Library. It is also intended to adopt the Technical 
Education and Museums’ Acts. A suggestion to make the Librarian 
also the School Attendance Inspector was not entertained ! 


THe weekly “ Half-hour talks” with boys frequenting the Newington 
Public Library commenced for the season on Wednesday, September 
28th, when the Librarian and Secretary (Mr. Richard W. Mould), told 
the “Story of the life of a boy Artist and Author, Oliver Madroc 
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Brown.” “George Tinworth, the Walworth boy, who became a famous 
Sculptor,” will be the subject of the next “Talk,” when examples of 
Tinworth’s work, kindly lent by Messrs. Doulton & Co., will be on 
exhibition at the Library. 

Tue Llanelly Public Library was formally opened on October 7th by 
Mr. Ernest Trubshaw, J.P., Chairman of the Borough Council, which 
body will for the future have the control of the Institution. This 
Library contains a very fine collection of music, presented by Sir 
Arthur Stepney to the old Mechanics’ Institute, and transferred with 
the other books to the Public Library. 


Mr. Epwarp McKwicut, Chief Junior Assistant in the Wigan Public 
Library, has been appointed Senior Assistant in the Carlisle Public 
Library, Museum, and School of Art. He has been trained in the 
Wigan Library for the past seven years under Mr. Henry T. Folkard, 
- the Librarian. 


Mr. Pownatt BrockLenurst and Miss Brocklehurst have presented 
a Free Library and Museum to the town of Macclesfield, and the 
building was formerly handed over to the Corporation on October 3rd. 
The building and the endowment will cost about £ 10,000. 


A new Branch Reading Room for the Bolton Woods District of 
Bradford, was opened on October 3rd, by Alderman Popplewell, 
Chairman of the Bradford Public Libraries. 


THE annual issue from the lending department of the Carnegie Public 
Library, at Ayr, amounted to 90,533 volumes for the year ended May 
31st, 1898. There are now 12,889 volumes in the Lending, and 
4,890 volumes in the Reference Departments. 


Tue Canterbury Public Library of Christchurch, New Zealand, now 
contains 2,8219 volumes, of which 11,033 are in the Reference Depart- 
ment. The annual circulation reached 100,272 volumes in 1897, of 
which 10,662 were monthly parts of magazines. Of the income of 
£1787, £825 were derived from subscriptions. 

Mr. S. J. CLarke, Sub-librarian of the Newington Public Library, 
and sometime assistant in the Chelsea Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Librarian of the Penge Public Library, in succession of 
Mr. Wm. Bridle, lately appointed to East Ham. 


WE understand that Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister, late Honorary Secretary 
of the Library Association, has gone to Canada on a holiday, to recruit . 
after his recent severe illness. The good wishes of all his brother 
Librarians will follow Mr. MacAlister on his travels, which will last till 
nearly Christmas. 

Newtown Urban District Council, Montgomery, on October 6th, 
adopted the Free Libraries’ Act with many expressions of gratitude to 
Miss Briscoe for her gift to the town. 

A MOVEMENT is in progress in Leyton to have the reading room of the 
Public Library opened from 6 to 9g on Sunday evenings during the 
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winter months. Considerable opposition has been aroused among the 
local clergy, and a deputation has appeared before the District Council 
to oppose the proposal. The question has been adjourned for a 
month, to enable councillors to consult their constituents before a 
vote is taken. 


A HITCH has occurred over the making of the Library Rate at Stirling. 
The Library Committee asked for the full Rate of 1d., but the Town 
Council cut it down to }d., on the ground that it would be years before 
the Library was ready. The Library Committee persists in its demand, 
and has sent a deputation to the Council to urge its claims. The 
matter will be settled at a future meeting of the Council. 


Tue late Mr. Alfred Fletcher, of Dewsbury, who recently gave £1,000 
to the Public Library for the purchase of books, has now had another 
tribute paid to his memory by his mother and sister, who have presented 
£,2,000 to the Dewsbury Technical Schools now in course of extension. 
The same ladies have given £8,000 for the erection and maintenance 
of six almshouses. 


Tue plans have been accepted for a new Central Library Building 
for Lewisham. This will be situated in the High Street, and will 
contain a lending department with accommodation for 20,000 volumes ; 
a reference department ; news room and magazine room. The building 
will cost about £4,000, and the architects are Messrs. Best and Callan, 
of Westminster. 


THERE is a movement in progress at Accrington to secure the adoption 
of the Public Libraries’ Act, and the proprietors of the Mechanics’ 
Institution have been approached with a view to learning if a portion 
of their building can be obtained for Free Library purposes in the 
event of the Acts being adopted. 

Tue “Time Table and Syllabus of Lectures, Concerts, and Evening 
Educational Classes,” issued by the Governors of the Bishopsgate 
Institute for the Session 1898-99, covers a very wide range of subjects ; 
the lecturers and teachers being gentlemen of wide repute. The 
Classes are chiefly on commercial subjects, and the fees are very 
reasonable. During the year 1897-98, 15,700 persons attended the 
lectures. The Librarian is Mr. Chas. W. F. Goss. 


Tue new Technical Schools and Free Library at Middlewich will be 
opened by Lord Crewe, on November 5th. 


Mr. Guntuorpe, the former Librarian of the Finsbury Park Free 
Library has been appointed Librarian, Arvo fem., of the South Hornsey 
Public Library. The books of the Finsbury Park Library were 
transferred some time ago to the South Hornsey District Council. 


By the will of a gentleman who died in August last, a sum of £500 
was bequeathed towards a Free Public Library for Accrington, provided 
that steps were taken within twelve months to establish one. A similar 
amount has also been bequeathed by a member of the Town Council, 
to take effect after the death of his widow. 


—_ 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


PRESIDENT: The Right Hon. the Earl of Crawford. 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. Frank Pacy. 
Offices : 20, Hanover Square, London, W. 


E understand that the Twenty-second Annual Meeting of the 
Association will be held at Manchester in 1899, and a local 
committee has already been appointed to make the necessary 

arrangements. Another Lancashire meeting within a year says much 
for the interest and enthusiasm of the county in library matters. As the 
leading Public Library county in Britain, Lancashire can better stand 
the strain of two successive meetings than most other districts. It is 
to be hoped that the Council will not repeat the mistake, so evident at 
Southport, of leaving the programme of papers to chance. A strong 
Council should formulate its own programme, and take care that justice 
is done to the practical side of librarianship. It will be twenty years 
since (1879) the Association last met in Manchester, an4 library matters 
have been completely revolutionized in the interval. 

It is reported in a paragraph, now going the rounds of the press, 
that a committee has been appointed by the Council to enquire into 
the possibility of having a meeting in 1900 over in the United States or 
Canada. We trust no such proposal will be contemplated, for the 
simple reason that no representative gathering of English librarians 
could be induced to go. A similar proposal in 1893 fell through for 
reasons which are just as clamant now as they were then, namely, the 
hopeless and widespread impecuniosity induced by the restrictions of 
a Penny Rate! Instead, we sincerely trust the Council will rather 
endeavour to arrange for another meeting in Paris, if the country is 
not plunged into war over the great Egyptian mystery. Paris in a great 
Exhibition year is a possibility for a very large number of English 
librarians, and even Brussels, Berlin or Vienna are within the bounds 
of reason ; but the United States is practically out of the question, 
unless by means of a State-aided emigration. 


NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


HE Thirty-first Regular and Ninth Annual Meeting of this 
Association was held in the University College, Nottingham, on 
Thursday, October 6th. ‘There was a large and representative 

gathering of members from various parts of the counties of Nottingham, 
Derby, Lincoln, Leicester, and Northampton. After the reading of the 
minutes, the Hon. Secretary (Mr. J. Potter Briscoe, F.L.A.) read a 
resolution passed by the Library Assistants’ Association, which was also 
unanimously adopted by this Association. It reads as follows:—“That 
this meeting respectfully protests against the action of the Library 
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Association in allowing others than those engaged in the profession of 
librarianship to participate in the classes held by them, and urges upon 
them to exclude in future all unattached students.” The reports of 
the hon. secretary, treasurer, and auditor, were presented and accepted. 
The finances were in a good position. A money grant was made to a 
former librarian, and this was augmented by subscriptions. Mr. J. T. 
Radford (the retiring president) read a short paper on “ Hindrances 
and helps to progress in Public Library work.” ‘This dealt with classi- 
fication, catalogues, mechanical appliances, officialism, and rules. A 
short discussion ensued. Mr. E. A. Baker, M.A., Librarian of the 
Midland Railway Institute at Derby, was unanimously elected as 
president ; Mr. H. Bond, City Librarian of Lincoln, as vice-president ; 
Mr. Briscoe, City Librarian of Nottingham, as hon. secretary; Mr. T. 
Dent, Sub-librarian at Nottingham, as treasurer ; Mr. Easom, Librarian 
of the People’s Hall, Nottingham, as auditor; and Mr. Reginald 
Hodder, Librarian of the Derby Mechanics’ Institution, as representa- 
tive to the Library Association. ‘The past officers were unanimously 
thanked for their valuable services. The president, Mr. Baker, was 
installed in the presidential chair, and he thanked his fellow members 
for the honour conferred upon him. Mr. Baker followed with the 
reading of a well-written paper, entitled “Wanted, a guide to the 
Library.””. He touched upon the question of assisting general readers 
and students, and pointed out the necessity of a really practical guide 
to readers. Mr. Willcock, the recently-appointed Librarian of the 
Peterborough Public Library, and Mr. ‘T. M. Blagg, of Newark, were 
elected to membership. Mr. W. Crowther, Public Librarian of Derby, 
gave a capital report of the Library Association at Southport, Preston, 
and Wigan. Mr. W. Moore, Librarian of the Bromley House Library, 
Nottingham, gave some very interesting particulars of the life of the 
Rev. Dr. Luke Booker, J.P., a native of Nottingham, the author of 
many poetical and other works. Mr. Briscoe exhibited a sample of 
the Wernicke Elastic Book-case, specimens of Mr. Chivers’ Vellucent 
fine artistic book-binding ; and Mr. Clements exhibited a copy of his 
“Whence Nottingham Sprang.” Some questions of practical interest 
having been asked and answered, thanks were accorded the University 
College and the Mechanics’ Institution authorities for granting the use 
of rooms for meeting and tea. ‘The invitation of the Midland Railway 
Institute authorities to hold the next meeting at Derby was accepted. 
The members partook of tea together at the Mechanics’ Institution, 
and visited the various Libraries of the city. 


Tue Sandeman Public Library of Perth, N.B., was opened by the 
Earl of Rosebery on October 22nd. In a future issue we hope to give 
a full description of the library and its organization. 


Tue Passmore Edwards Free. Library for St. George-in-the-East was 
opened on Saturday, October 29th, by Lord Russell, of Killowen. This 
Library we also hope to notice fully in another issue. 
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NOTABLE LIBRARIES. 
I.—_WEST HAM. 


T is our intention from time to time to notice new Libraries which 
possess features of general interest, as well as older Libraries 
which are regarded as models of organization and administration. 

The opening, by Mr. Passmore Edwards, on October 6th, of the 
Technical Institute and Central Public Library for West Ham, affords 
us an opportunity of inaugurating such a series. This is rendered 
comparatively easy, as the local committee have issued a handsomely 
printed and illustrated “Souvenir,” which gives a capital account of 
the whole scheme. ‘The Technical Institute is not quite within our 
range, and we purpose therefore to devote this notice entirely to the 
Library and its work. As shown in our illustration, the Technical 
Institute forms the principal part of the huge and imposing building, 
in which is also housed the Central Public Library, the main entrance 
to which is at the circular tower to the left of the picture. 

The following is a brief account of the Libraries contributed to 
the “ Souvenir” by Mr. Alfred Cotgreave, the Librarian. The Public 
Libraries’ Acts were adopted in 1890, by a majority of 6,418 votes. 

“On the 13th January, 1891, the first Committee was elected, 
under the Chairmanship of the late Mr Alderman Worland, J.P., 
and on the gth June, 1891, was appointed the first Chief Librarian 
of the Borough (Mr. A. Cotgreave), who commenced his preliminary 
duties on the 1st July following, at the Town Hall. In October, 
1891, owing to the inadequacy of the room available at the Town 
Hall, a portion of Rokeby House, an ancient residential mansion 
then in the possession of Councillor Moore-Smith, was engaged and 
fitted up for the reception and classification of books and other work 
necessary to the organization of the Libraries, and on the 3oth July, 
1892, a Public Newsroom was opened there, to be followed on the 
12th December, by a Reference Library, containing a valuable col- 
lection of Scientific, Historical, and Topographical works, particularly 
such as related to Essex and London History and Antiquities. These 
rooms, though temporary and most inconvenient, were, however, largely 
used, the average daily attendance in 1895 being as much as 1,025. 

Owing to the difficulties and delay experienced in connection 
with the Central Library and Technical Institute, the Council decided 
to open a Temporary Lending Library in addition to the other depart- 
ments, and this was opened early in 1896, with a stock of about 
12,000 books, while the Central Reference Library contained at that 
time 6,000. 

Rokeby House, the first home of the West Ham Public Libraries, 
and from which both the large ‘ Branch’ at Canning Town and the 
Central Library were planned and evolved, was an old-world memory, 
which stood fronting the main thoroughfare—the old Roman military 
road to the Camp at Camulodunum, or the modern Colchester. It 
was built sometime in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, or early in the 
reign of James I., and contained some very valuable old oak panelling 
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and armorial devices, which were purchased from Mr. J. Moore- 
Smith, J.P., the owner of the house, by the Authorities of the 
South Kensington Museum, previous to the demolition of the whole 
structure. 

The Library at Canning Town, though but a Branch of the West 
Ham Public Libraries, is superior in size and stock of books to many 
of the Central Public Libraries elsewhere. The principal reason in 
deciding to have a large building for a Branch here, was that, owing to 
the extensive area of the Borough, Canning Town residents could not 
conveniently make regular use of the Stratford Reference Department. 
It is obvious, however, that the working of so large a Branch adds 
greatly to the expenditure as well as the responsibilities and difficulties 
of management. The stock of books numbers 16,000. 

The Public Library portion of the Institute is in the Free 
Renaissance style of architecture, and has its main frontage upon the 
Water Lane side of the Green. The Library, in its outward appear- 
ance, is as beautiful as we hope and believe it will be in its internal 
issues all through the coming centuries, and that it will fulfil, to the 
very utmost, the aspirations that have been formed for it, in its function 
of being a real and reliable source of education and recreation to the 
people of West Ham. 

In the Newsroom, provision has been made for about 250 male and 
50 female readers. The Reference Library provides accommodation 
for 60, while in the Lending Department, and on the public side of the 
counter, between 7o and 80 can move about comfortably while 
examining the catalogues or indicators, or changing their books. 
Perhaps the greatest convenience of all is, that the whole of the rooms 
are on the ground floor. 

The Lending Library (67 x 40-feet) will contain by the day of 
opening some 15,000 books, most of which are works on Science, 
History, Biography, and Travel; every other class of literature, how- 
ever, is fairly represented, not forgetting fiction, which, for the relief 
of many of our readers, is represented on the shelves by 4,500 volumes. 
There will also be a good Juvenile Library of some 2,000 volumes, 
every one of which, it can be safely said, will not only amuse, but 
instruct those who read it. Although the age of nine is given in the 
Rules as the limit, the Chief Librarian is allowed a discretionary power, 
and boys or girls of a younger age, if advanced enough in their reading, 
will be permitted to borrow books. The Lending Library is open from 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m., except on Wednesdays. 

The Reference Library (35-feet square) although already possess- 
ing some 12,000 or more volumes, will require many more before it 
can be said to approach completion, but the great cost of most works 
of reference make it compulsory on municipal library authorities to 
move slowly and cautiously, and to acquire these literary treasures 
from time to time as opportunity and means allow. 

There are many valuable works, but we have not space here to 
name them, further than to say there are fine collections of many 
hundreds of works relating to London and Essex History and 
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Topography, while the remaining thousands of volumes represent every 
branch of literature. 

A Card Catalogue is kept in the Reference Library, which gives 
the authors, titles, &c., of all the books on the shelves, so that a glance 
under the catch-word of any subject will show everything the Library 
contains relating to it. 

This department is open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

The Newsroom (110 X 33-feet) contains 45 copies of daily and 
183 copies of weekly newspapers and periodicals, 99 monthly 
magazines, 11 quarterlies, and 1o annuals ; also most of the leading 
Directories, and all the Railway Guides. 

A portion of this room, which is partitioned off for ladies, 
contains many of the Journals published especially for ladies; also 
duplicates of several of the daily papers. 

The Newsroom is open from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

In connection with the main libraries, a small branch is worked 
by the Matron (Miss Drakard) of the Plaistow Hospital, for the use 
of the patients, and spare papers and periodicals are supplied to the 
workhouse. A scheme to work small libraries in connection with the 
Board Schools is also under consideration. 

The total attendance at the Libraries last year was 1,079,805. 

On the whole, we think most of our readers will admit that a 
good start has been made, and that we may feel sanguine as to the * 
future popularity and success of the West Ham Public Libraries.” 

: The opening ceremony, on Thursday, October 6th, was a complete 
success, and we trust the institution has now embarked upon a 
prosperous and distinguished career. 


Mr. Alfred Cotgreave, the principal Librarian, was born at 
Eccleston, Cheshire, on June 2nd, 1849, and received his first 
training in librarianship in the Manchester Royal Exchange Library 
and the Birmingham Public Libraries. From Birmingham he went to 
Wednesbury, as Librarian of the Free Library, and he afterwards held 
similar appointments at Richmond and Wandsworth. He organized 
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the large endowed Guille-Allés Library, at Guernsey, and, in 1891, 
became the first Librarian of West Ham, the post he now holds. 
Mr. Cotgreave has chiefly distinguished himself as an inventor of 
library appliances, among the most prominent of which is the well- 
known Indicator bearing his name. ‘This was first introduced about 
1876, and has since been largely adopted by public and other libraries 
in all parts of the country. Mr. Cotgreave’s other achievements 
include various closely detailed catalogues, such as the large Guille- 
Allés Catalogue, with a special Subject-index to Fiction, and the 
invention of numerous labour-saving devices, which have been widely 
adopted, and are too well known to require special description. He is 
now engaged on a very extensive Subject-index to General Literature. 


o< 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


MiIpLaAND RatLway InstiTuTE, DERBy, 13, 1898. 
To the Editor of Tur Liprary Wor vp. 

Sir,—While agreeing entirely with the principles of Cataloguing 
laid down in your October issue, I must point out that your strictures 
on the Catalogues sent by me are due to an oversight on your part. 

You say “there is a general absence of dates in the 1894 Cata- 
logue, which seriously detracts from its value.” Kindly look again, 
and you will find that the non-fictional parts are supplied with dates 
to the same extent as the two Supplements, in which you observe 
“ this defect is amended.” 

As to your statement of the evils that arise from the want of a 
subject index, if you will turn to p. vi. you will find a Synopsis of 
Classification extending to three pages. ‘The numbers of pages were 
not added, simply because the Synopsis was meant to do duty for 
later Supplements ; but they are not essential. Your imaginary reader 
who wants a book on Hungary would surely be intelligent enough to 
look for it under the obvious heading “Germany, Austrian Empire, 
and Holland.” E. A. BAKER. 


Mecuanics’ INstITUTION, ACCRINGTON, Oct. 14th, 1898. 
To the Editor of the LABRARY WORLD. 
BOOKS BADLY BOUND. 

Sir,—Owing apparently to the extreme haste with which books 
are now produced, I have found that many are very poorly and 
insecurely bound, so much so that leaves become loose after very 
moderate circulation. Surely, when the price of a book is 6/-, the 
most common price, it is reasonable to expect that it should be 
sufficiently well bound to ensure its holding together for a fair number 
of borrowers to read. I could give the names of several which have 


not withstood very moderate wear. 
CUTHBERT Rocers, Librarian. 


